
 

 

“I dream of an ecumenical movement as a movement of people who are messengers of God’s grace, a 

people open to each other and discovering the presence of Christ and of God’s grace in the other.  To 

see Christ in the other is so much stronger than all that separates us…” 

Revd Dr Samel Kobia, former General Secretary of the World Council of Churches 

 

From  The General Secretary 
Dear Friends 

I hope you have looked at the Christmas illustration that is at the top of this edition of the 

newsletter and will form the basis of this year’s QCT Christmas Cards. We thank Yvette Fewtrell for 

this delightful watercolour of the nativity scene. It is always interesting when we look at a familiar 

scene with different eyes. I hope that Yvette’s work will do the same for you. We come to the end of 

another busy year. This newsletter offers a small sample of what has been happening in the 

Queensland ecumenical world. Each activity that occurs is an offering by individual Christians and 

their communities that are committed to seeking our oneness with God and each other. There will 

no doubt be many ecumenical events occurring during this Christmas period. Please send us your 

news of these events and don’t forget photo’s. It’s always good to see the visual as well as the words 

of an article. On behalf of all at QCT we thank you for your support, encouragement and prayers 

through the year. We look forward to catching up with you again in 2019. In the mean time we wish 

you and you’re a very Happy and Holy Christmas. 

Rev’d Canon Richard Tutin 
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May Christ give you peace 

At all times, in all ways 
  

 



 

Presenters and Guests at the Assembly:  Bevan Wiltshire, Laura Cregan, Liz Stone, Megan Giles, Judith 

Pembleton, Bonnie Seip, Richard Tutin, Russell Briese and Greg Milles 

 

QCT Assembly 

 

 

 

The theme for this year’s Assembly was “Creating Safer Churches”.  Special guests presenting at the 

Assembly included Megan Giles, Professional Standards Director from the Department of Child 

Safety, Youth and Women; Laura Cregan Director of the NCCA safe churches Program; Greg Milles, 

Professional Standards Director of the Anglican Church; Judith Pembleton and Bevan Wiltshire of the 

Religious Society of Friends and Bonnie Seip, Church Safety Consultant for Churches of Christ 

Queensland 

The variety of presenters meant that delegates were given a broad perspective of measures taken by 

Churches to ensure that they are safe environments for children.  It was good to hear from a small 

church, which deals with Church Safety on a more micro level, as well as the extensive work done by 

the larger churches.  The meeting also gave an opportunity for delegates and presenters to network 

with each other. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After the presentations, 

delegates split into groups to 

discuss any issues from the 

presentations or regards the 

meeting theme.  

 

 

 Points arising from the discussions included: 

• How Churches needed to focus on rebuilding trust and respect in the community.  (In the 

present climate churchgoers sometimes need to justify why they go to church, the distrust 

of the institute can be so strong.) 

• There are many initiatives and success stories within churches, and yet it is difficult to 

celebrate success stories for fear of retribution.  How do Churches restore the balance? 

• Contributing to a safe community includes acknowledging elder abuse and Domestic 

Violence. 

• How do we carry out pastoral care for the perpetrators/alleged perpetrators? 

• The multicultural nature of Australia requires that Safe Church resources need to be 

translated – both literally and culturally. 

• More women in leadership changes the dynamic of community. 

• Investigate ways to make it easy to access information and help -for example emergency 

numbers on the back of a toilet door. 

 

On a more general note, the Assembly had representatives present from nine different Christian 

denominations! 

  

Congratulations to Taisoo Kim Watson, awarded Golden Wattle Award 

by Lifeline Australia for longstanding and excellent commitment to 

serving others through Lifeline  

 



 

Bp Michael Putney Memorial Service 

 

.  

This year the BP Michael Putney 

Memorial Lecture took the form of a 

special Evensong Service at St John’s 

Cathedral.  Special guest David Gill 

presented the sermon.  After the 

service there was an opportunity for 

questions and discussion over wine, 

cheese and biscuits.  

David Gill formerly worked for the 

World Council of Churches (WCC) 

and was the first General Secretary 

of the National Council of Churches 

in Australia.   

Being the 70th anniversary of WCC, 

David talked about Ecumenism over 

the last 70 years and particularly 

where we are at now.  He described 

where the Churches are today 

ecumenically as being both very 

appealing and utterly unbearable.   

He went on to quote a former 

General Secretary of the World 

Council:  “Christians must develop 

the spiritual capacity to hear and see 

the grace of God in the other.”  In 

terms of inter church relations David 

translated this as “the spiritual 

capacity to discern what is truly of 

God in the other, the gifts God may 

be trying to give us in the other.” 

 A copy of David Gills sermon notes 

are available from the QCT office 

(email admin@qct.org.au) -they are 

well worth reading 

 

mailto:admin@qct.org.au


 

 

The Joint Churches Domestic Violence Project 

JCDVPP 
 

 

 

JCDVPP have farewelled the Chair of the Commission, Janette Phelan.  As well as Chair of 

JCDVPP Janette was also the churches’ representative on the Permier’s Domestic Violence 

Implementation Council; part of the Churches of Christ Domestic Violence taskforce and a 

member of the Churches of Christ Healing and Redress Committee.  Janette is a psychologist 

and teacher by profession.  Janette brought a wealth of skills and experience to 

the JCDVPP team and will be greatly missed.  She hopes to be still involved 

with the team via skype once she has moved to Melbourne, with a long term 

goal of establishing a JCDVPP team in Victoria and other parts of Australia.  

Felicity Bailey has taken over from Janette as chair of the commission.  

Felicity describes herself as a ‘Survivor and Thriver” and is determined to help 

raise awareness of the plight of so many families that are devastated by DFV, 

to bring about much needed changes within the Church & wider community. 

We are fortunate to have a fantastic group of members of JCDVPP.  Since 

their first training event in September the membership of JCDVPP has 

doubled!   

After the success of their first Responding to Domestic Violence seminar, 

JCDVPP aim to carry out further training next year starting with a half day in 

Caloundra in March.  They are hoping to run training sessions in Cairns and the Atherton 

Tablelands (subject to funding), the Gold Coast, Toowoomba and south Brisbane.  The team 

are also busy applying for grants so that they can keep charges for the training down to a 

minimum. 

 

Members of the JCDVPP 

team at the Multi Faith 

Walk to commemorate the 

International Day for the 

Elimination of Violence 

Against Women.  

Felicity Bailey, new 

Chair of JCDVPP 



 

QCEN 

 

At the end of the year Clive Ayre will be stepping down from his position as chair of the 

commission – passing on the reigns to Neil Bergman of the Lutheran Church.  After the loss 

of a number of members last year, QCEN are very thankful to Clive for stepping up to chair 

the commission and ensure the ongoing of the commission. 

Highlights of the year included a very successful visit to the Uniting Church, Seasons of 

Creation photo/art display at St John’s Cathedral and screening of Living the Change at 

Chermside Kedron Uniting Church.  We have a good collection of printed photos now which 

could be used next year, if there is an interest, for regional displays during the Season of 

Creation (October). 

QCEN are looking at screening another film next year called Albatross.  Albatross is 

beautifully filmed and looks at the impact of the use of plastics on wildlife through the 

Albatross. To view a trailer go to www.albarossthefilm.com.   The following quote by Chris 

Jordan is taken from the website: 

“Do we have the courage to face the realities of our time, allow ourselves to feel 

deeply enough, that it transforms us and our future.  Come with me on a journey 

through the eye of beauty, across an ocean of grief and beyond.” 

QCEN members are dedicated to care of the environment, members are part of their 

respective church environment groups and share, with mutual support, what they are working 

on in terms of the environment.  The commission is seeking new members to join the team. 

 

http://www.albarossthefilm.com/


 

 

 

 

  

 

ARRCC (Australian Religious Response to Climate Change) a multi faith 

environmental group, are promoting “Living the change in Australia”.  They are 

encouraging individuals, faith leaders and communities to make public pledges in 3 

key areas: 

1. Reducing Meat Consumption 

2. Limiting fossil fuel use from car and air transport 

3. Making the shift to renewable energy 

If you want to make a commitment go to the www.arrcc.org.au/living_the_change 

Not sure what kind of commitment to make – check out the website for samples and 

inspiration. 

 

 

From the NCCA Newsletter: 

Do you know how to recycle?  Sounds obvious?  Test your knowledge – take the 

Planet Ark and Boomerang Alliance Quiz. 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/jul/01/think-you-know-how-to-

recycle-take-the-quiz 

 

http://www.arrcc.org.au/living_the_change


 

 

 



 

From  The NCCA.. 
 

MEDIA RELEASE 

19 OCTOBER 2018 

 

MULTI-FAITH GROUP ENCOURAGED THAT  

GOVERNMENT AND OPPOSITION “ARE LISTENING” 

 

Leaders from Christian, Muslim and Jewish groups had informative meetings with the 

Minister for Immigration and Citizenship (Hon David Coleman MP) and the Shadow 

Minister for Immigration and Border Control (Hon Shayne Neumann MP) at Parliament 

House yesterday.  

After listening to the various positions on the medical and humanitarian crisis situations on 

Manus Island and Nauru and pursuit of safe resettlement options, the multi-faith group has 

offered to cooperate in whatever way we can through our faith communities in Australia and 

New Zealand.  

“Our faiths emphasise compassion and the right of all people to live in dignity. We welcome 

the stranger, befriend the foreigner, and care for those most vulnerable.”  

“Our shared priority must be to remove the children and their families from the harm of 

indefinite offshore detention and give them hope and protection through appropriate support 

services that are available in Australia and New Zealand. Five years is too long” said Bishop 

Philip Huggins, President of National Council of Churches in Australia, on behalf of the 

multi-faith group.  

The faith leaders encouraged bi-partisan discussions urgently so as to end the harm to the 

detainees on Manus Island and Nauru, especially the children. “We believe that is what 

Australians want and definitely what our faith communities want from our elected 

parliamentary representatives” the group said.  

“Our next step will be to engage with our faith partners in New Zealand and with them 

consult with the New Zealand Government. We will continue to work with all parties in 

Australia and New Zealand who want to end the impasse and end the current inhumane 

treatment of people on Manus Island and Nauru.” 

 

NCCA Annual Review 2017-2018 

The Interim General Secretary of NCCA presented the 2017-2018 Annual Review at the 

NCCA AGM on 30th October.  The review outlines the work carried out by the NCCA and 

their commissions last year.  To view the review go to:  

https://www.ncca.org.au/newsletters/289-annual-review-2017-2018-final/file  

  

https://www.ncca.org.au/newsletters/289-annual-review-2017-2018-final/file


 

From  The WCC.. 
• The search for belonging: the reality of stateless people through the eyes of Maha 

Mamo. 

Video interview available on the WCC website:  

https://www.oikoumene.org/en/press-centre/news/the-search-for-belonging-the-

reality-of-stateless-people-through-the-eyes-of-maha-mamo 

Maha Mamo grew up in Lebanon to Syrian parents, who were a Muslim and a Christian.  

As marriage between a Muslim and a Christian was illegal in Syria they fled to Lebanon.  

There they were unable to register their marriage or the births of their children.  Maha 

Mamo talks of the realities and complications of living without papers, for example 

running from checkpoints to avoid imprisonment.  Maha sent letters and emails 

continuously all over the world about their plight – after ten years the only country the 

accepted their case was Brazil.  They moved to an unknown country where they knew no 

one and did not speak the language.   

Maha now works to give visibility to the plight of stateless people.  In the interview she 

asks to share the story of stateless people, who are born live and die without papers, 

their very existence not recognised. 

 

• Thursdays in Black 

WCC is promoting “Thursdays in Black” campaign to raise awareness about gender 

based violence throughout the world.  The campaign is simple – each Thursday wear 

black together with a Thursdays in black badge.  More information including a video you 

can share at: 

https://www.oikoumene.org/en/get-involved/thursdays-in-black?searchterm=thursday 

• “When Nature Calls” on November 19th the WCC joined in commemoration of 

World Toilet Day 

At first glance World Toilet Day looks like a bit of a joke, thoughts go through my head 

about WCC celebrating a day for WC’s.  World Toilet Day though, reflects on how all 

humans have a right to dignified sanitation.  A staggering two thirds of the world’s 

population do not have access to a safely managed toilet.  892 million people still 

practice open defecation.  World toilet day provides an opportunity to demand action as 

well as educate a wider audience.  Dinesh Suma, Coordinator of the Ecumenical Water 

Network (EWN) writes, “When thousands of children are dying everyday due to lack of 

adequate sanitation facilities, we can no longer shy away from talking about toilets.  

When lack of sanitation robs people of their dignity, particularly women and girl 

children, it needs our serious attention.” 

https://www.oikoumene.org/en/press-centre/news/the-search-for-belonging-the-reality-of-stateless-people-through-the-eyes-of-maha-mamo
https://www.oikoumene.org/en/press-centre/news/the-search-for-belonging-the-reality-of-stateless-people-through-the-eyes-of-maha-mamo

