
 

 

“I dream of an ecumenical movement as a movement of people who are messengers of God’s grace, a 

people open to each other and discovering the presence of Christ and of God’s grace in the other.  To 

see Christ in the other is so much stronger than all that separates us…” 

Revd Dr Samel Kobia, former General Secretary of the World Council of Churches 

 

From  The General Secretary 
Dear Friends 

What a wonderful time it is between Easter and Pentecost; as we follow the story, we’re 

reminded of the absolute “otherness” of the resurrection; the mystery of it; heralded by the 

women in the “motley crew” that Jesus seemed happy – most of the time – to have around 

him. 

Jesus appears behind closed doors; he’s victoriously risen from death, but he also still has 

sacred wounds; Jesus prepares meals and eats with his friends; he’s a body but he’s more 

than a body; his presence defies catagorisation. Various disciples have different encounters- 

all in some way illuminating and encouraging. The disciples on the road to Emmaus feel 

their hearts “strangely warmed” by their anonymous, but biblically literate fellow traveller; 

Thomas cops a bit of a rebuke; Mary is spoken to in the softest and most intimate of tones. 

 Seemingly having no time for their shock or amazement, Jesus commissions the disciples 

and gives them authority!  

The stories from the book of Acts and from the gospels that we engage with over this time 

remind us of the courage of the first believers as they proclaimed the gospel.  

They also tell us of how they were made aware of the radical inclusion of what God had 

done in Jesus Christ; An Ethiopian eunuch hears the story, and ask, “what’s stopping me 

from being baptised?” A Roman Centurion’s household, inspired by the Spirit, speaks in 

tongues. This gospel is for all. There’s no doubt about that. The early church struggled with 

that as much as we do today. As the writer to the church at Ephesus would say, “for he is 

our peace; in his flesh he has made both groups into one, and has broken down the dividing 

wall, that is, the hostility, between us”.  

He is our peace; perfect love has cast out all fear; so how will we now live, we who are 

called to bear witness to this peace, and called to live in confidence, not in fear? 

David Baker (Rev) 
General Secretary 

NEWSLETTER 
Issue 21/1   - May 2021 



 

QCT Assembly 
 
The first of our bi-annual QCT Assemblies took place in Toowoomba, at St Anthony’s 
Parish Church, in April. We were ably led in worship by the Quakers and the Salvation 
Army.  
The Assembly included:  
A Webinar on life in Rural and Regional Qld, in these covid times. 
Guest speakers were Prof. Hon. John McVeigh, Executive director of the Institute of 
Resilient Regions and Selina Gommersall of Outback Futures.   
Themes that emerged from the talks and questions included:   
The need for collaboration between rural and urban communities;  
the need for listening rather than trying to implement city solutions to rural problems.  
The presentations were livestreamed.  To view the livestreaming video go to 

www.livestream.com/ggservices/qct2021 
 

Executive News reported to the Assembly: 

The Assembly also heard that the Executive has commissioned a strategic 

discernment journey to culminate in proposals coming to the AGM Assembly in 

October. The churches in Queensland are facing many challenges; but there 

are also substantial opportunities for us to work together to proclaim gospel. 

The first part of the journey is a consultation process being led by the General 

Secretary. For further info, please contact David at gensec@qct.org.au  

The Executive also approved the closing of the Commission for Religious 

Instruction and Chaplaincy in State Schools. The formation of the Christian RI 

Alliance, and the Multi-Faiths RI Network has meant that this Commission has 

become redundant. The Executive thanked those who have served on the 

Commission over the past few years.  

 
 
 Notice about the Commission on Religious Instruction and 

Chaplaincy in State Schools: 

The Commission for Religious Instruction and Chaplaincy in State Schools has 

been wound up.  The work done by the commission is being continued by other 

entities, in particular CRIAQ (Christian Religious Instruction Alliance in Qld).  For 

more information on RI in State Schools go to:  https://christianri.org.au 

 

http://www.livestream.com/ggservices/qct2021
mailto:gensec@qct.org.au
https://christianri.org.au/


 

 
 

  

QCT President Rev’d Helen Paget 

Rev David Baker with John McVeigh 



 

Commissioning Service for Rev David Baker 

 

  

QCT President Rev’d Helen Paget and Rev David Baker 

Members of the QCT Executive pray for Rev David Baker 

On 16th February 2021 at the Toowong Uniting church, Rev 

David Baker was commissioned to ‘promote the unity of 

Christians through the deepening and strengthening of 

relationships among the Churches of this state and 

beyond.’  The service was led by QCT President Rev’d 

Helen Paget (Anglican).  The liturgy was prepared by Dr Joe 

Goodall (QCF), the homily presented by Bishop Paul Smith 

(Lutheran) and prayers by Lieut. Col. Ray Wilson (Salvation 

Army).  Members of the QCT Executive together prayed for 

the new General Secretary. 



 

  



 

  



 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 

 

 

 

 

 

Article for Week of Prayer for Christian Unity written by Rev David 

Baker for the Anglican Focus: 

One of my most profound experiences of prayer was when someone just 
mentioned the word, ‘praying’. 

I was about 19 or 20, and a mate had asked me to come with him to King 
George Square between Ann and Adelaide Streets in Brisbane; a man was 
walking around the world carrying a cross, and he was going to be in the 
square, so we went. 

While waiting for the event to begin, a couple of women near us opened 
conversation. One asked, “Are you guys Christians?” I replied, cheekily, 
pointing to my friend, “He is and I’m not!” So began a discussion with them as 
to why I wasn’t and why I should be. I parried well, having been familiar with 
this approach, but was stumped at the woman’s last riposte, as she looked me 
in the eye, “Well, David, it’s been good talking with you; I want you to know 
something: I’ll be praying for you.” 

I think I feigned a smile, but I know my knees wobbled! Literally! Somehow I 
knew in my heart that I was a goner. My rebellion was doomed! 

Entering into the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, I wonder how we 
approach it? 

The last couple of decades have been a very mixed bag for those whose hearts 
were inspired by the ecumenical vision that flourished in the years after the 
Second World War. 

Theme: Abide in my love and you shall bear much fruit 

Dates: 16-23 May 2021 

Resources – including service, prayer cards and eight 

days reflections: 

https://www.ncca.org.au/faith-and-unity-

resources/2021-week-of-prayer-for-christian-unity 

 



 

We have seen so many cultural and communal divides broken down; a 
hospitality of life and spirit between the denominations that has, overall, made 
us a more welcoming and appreciative people. We’ve grown to understand 
each other better, and see the value in our diverse traditions. 

We’ve collaborated together on many issues, spoken with – nearly – one voice 
on issues of human dignity and the stewardship of creation. 

Yet there is still a long way to go. A deeper journey into unity beckons us. It is a 
journey in the way of the cross – a journey of dying and rising. 

We seem to have reached, in institutional terms, a fairly comfortable and 
benign accommodation. 

Sometimes the vision of unity around the table of our Lord is an upland that 
seems too hard to face, let alone begin to climb. 

Yet surely, it is our calling, a definitive sign of our unity in Christ. 

So the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity comes around again in our yearly 
cycle. The theme for this year is “Abide in my love, and you shall bear much 
fruit”, from John 15, Jesus’ parting words with his disciples before Good Friday. 

Love’s founding work is to seek truth and communion, justice and 
reconciliation; to seek shalom. It’s a journey into vulnerability that demands a 
confidence that the journey is worth it, the cost of failure too great; the value 
of success, compelling. 

As we enter into this week of prayer, contemplating the command, the love, 
and the hope of Jesus for us, his disciples, will our knees wobble and our hearts 
be moved at the great call upon us, his people, his body? 

  

GETTING TO KNOW JESUS - RI Resource 
Carole Danby has produced a new resource for use in State School Religious Instruction, (the 

lessons could easily also be used in Sunday School).  The resource contains 48 lessons inviting 

children to get to know the Jesus of the Bible through key stories that are age-appropriate. 

It can be downloaded for free from the Evangelisation website 

https://evangelisationbrisbane.org.au/shop/free-resources/  

https://evangelisationbrisbane.org.au/shop/free-resources/


 

An Ecumenical Christian Prayer 

O God, Trinity of love, 

from the profound communion of your divine life, 

pour out upon us a torrent of fraternal love. 

Grant us the love reflected in the actions of Jesus, 

in his family of Nazareth, 

and in the early Christian community. 

Grant that we Christians may live the Gospel, 

discovering Christ in each human being, 

recognizing him crucified 

in the sufferings of the abandoned 

and forgotten of our world, 

and risen in each brother or sister 

who makes a new start. 

Come, Holy Spirit, show us your beauty, 

reflected in all the peoples of the earth, 

so that we may discover anew 

that all are important and all are necessary, 

different faces of the one humanity 

that God so loves. Amen. 

 

 

 
This ecumenical prayer for all Christians is from Pope Francis' new encyclical 

Fratelli Tutti, which was published on 4 October 2020. 

Link to Fratelli Tutti: 

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-

francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html 

 
  

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html


 

The Joint Churches Domestic Violence Project 

JCDVPP 
 

 

JCDVPP Report presented by Felicity Bailey to the QCT Assembly: 

JCDVPP, like everyone else, has continued to face great challenges entering this year. We remain 

acutely aware that the needs for our workshops, electronic & printed materials are growing as the 

prevalence of Domestic and Family Violence is sadly increasing at an alarming rate in our 

communities, largely due to the COVID-19 lockdowns and their associated economic pressures. 

The Members of JCDVPP have risen to these challenges and after a short period of hibernation, 

started on-line chat services such as ZOOM to hold monthly Meetings for the Committee and to 

launch a series of on-line DFV Awareness Workshops to audiences.  To date we have run 2 of these 

ZOOM Series with people joining us from all around Australia & from very diverse backgrounds.  The 

vast majority of our audiences to date either currently work in the DFV arena or are training to do 

so.  Few have been clergy. 

Whilst this medium has proved to be very effective and far reaching, it has not produced any income 

for us.  In light of this, we are currently investigating & applying for various grants in order to 

compile & launch on-line training modules that we can charge a fee for. 

Most recently, we undertook a full review of our offerings and from this, we are formulating our 

strategic plan for 2021-2026.  Whilst our core values of raising awareness & providing training for 

Clergy, Pastoral Carers and key Lay People have not changed, our modes for delivery have.  We plan 

to have a small suite of educational offerings to provide Church & Faith Communities ranging from:- 

i) Taster- brief introductory session on DFV and its prevalence in our Church & Faith 

Communities; 

ii) ZOOM Series- 3 x 90min sessions with set program covering a broad range of topics, 

enabling access to participants anywhere in Australia and overseas; 

iii) Half-Day Face-to-Face Workshop- 3.5hrs with set program for participants; 

iv) Full-Day Face-To-Face-Workshop- 6hrs with basic program for participants with the 

provision for local presenters &/or specific topics of interest/relevance to that 

Church/Faith Community/Interest Group/Organisation. 

 

In addition, we are just finalising our new edition of our (Purple) Booklet to be entitled, “The Good, 

The Bad and The Ugly-Questions Women Ask about Relationships and Christian Beliefs”.  Work on 

this stalled last year due to various reasons, but we are now systematically working through each of 

the challenges presented. 

Once again, I would like to thank the Members of the JCDVPP for their resilience and passion for 

making a difference, as this has and will continue to carry us forward in our desire to be part of the 

solution for this all too prevalent social issue-Domestic and Family Violence.  They are an amazing 

group of individuals. 

  



 

The Sanctuary Approach to Domestic Violence 

A Resource for Churches 

 

 

 

 

 

The Sanctuary Approach is a theologically-informed focus on the 

issue of domestic violence and how individual churches can create safe spaces for women and 

children who have experienced domestic violence.  

 

This FREE one-day workshop focusses on all aspects of domestic violence and aims to equip church 

members to respond appropriately in providing support for victim/survivors. The training covers the 

following issues in detail: 

• Comprehensive information relating to DV (definitions, dimensions, myths & facts,  
incidence and prevalence, examples) etc 

• Tactics used by perpetrators 

• Impact of DV on Children: brain development, trauma etc. 

• Spiritual Abuse and misuse of scripture to justify or maintain coercive control 

• Potential Theological blockages to reporting domestic abuse 

• Theology and Biblical messages of love, justice, respect & equality 

• Exploring what Sanctuary might look like in your church.  

 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS 

TRAINING PLEASE CONTACT THE FACILITATORS 

 

FACILITATORS 

Dr Wilma Gallet – w.gallet@gmail.com 

Mrs. Nell Kuilenburg - nakuilen@gmail.com 

 

 

Sanctuary has been generously funded by the Anglican Deaconess Ministries.. 

mailto:w.gallet@gmail.com
mailto:nakuilen@gmail.com


 

Queensland Churches 

Environmental Network 

 

QCEN will once again be celebrating Season of Creation in September.  The season 

will start with an ecumenical service at St Stephen’s Cathedral in Brisbane.  We will be 

seeking submissions of photographs/art works/written work and poetry, which will be 

displayed on the QCEN Facebook page and at St John’s Cathedral. 

We have beautiful photographs depicting God’s creation from past displays.  We would 

love to loan out photos to anyone who would like to create a Season of Creation 

display.  Please contact the QCT office (admin@qct.org.au) if this is something that 

might be of interest to you. 

Some members of QCEN were involved in the launch of Sacred People Sacred Earth 

on March 11.  Sacred People Sacred Earth is the name of a global year of action by 

faith communities around the world.  Environmental faith groups are asking church 

leaders and individuals to sign up to a Multi Faith Statement.  In Australia, Sacred 

People Sacred Earth is being promoted by ARRCC.  ARRCC are concentrating on the 

following aspects of the Multi Faith Statement: 

• Support for a sustainable and just recovery from COVID 19 

• Net zero by 2030 for wealthy nations 

• Equity – making polluters and rich countries pay 

• No new fossil fuels or deforestation. 

From ARRCC… 

Motivate your congregation to take climate action 

Imagine congregations all over Australia organising for climate action - a real 

movement of people of faith. 

That’s the aim of the Australian Religious Response to Climate Change (ARRCC). 

That’s why they’re asking as many people as possible to learn some highly useful 

skills by participating in workshops for organising in your own faith community.  

These workshops will help give you the confidence to motivate others in your 

congregation to take serious climate action, even when many people in your 

congregation seem indifferent or even opposed to it. You’ll learn about strategy and 

tactics and how to know whether a plan is likely to work or not, and how to tap into 

the symbolic and moral power that we have as communities of faith.  

Please do come to both Workshop One and Two if you can as they will cover 

different material and the second builds upon the first. 

mailto:admin@qct.org.au


 

Workshop One 

Wednesday May 26 

7 to 8.30pm QLD time 

RSVP here 

  

Workshop Two 

Wednesday June 2 

7 to 8.30pm QLD time 

RSVP here 

  

School Strike  - join with other people of faith 

On Friday May 21 school students all over Australia will go on strike for the climate. 

This is the first big public event since COVID started. They’re asking for as many 

people as possible to join them. Let’s show them that we care by joining with other 

people of all faiths on the day. Please do bring a sign that mentions your faith (e.g. 

‘Protect God’s Creation’). Clergy are invited to dress accordingly. 

Where and when to meet 

Brisbane 

The strike starts at 1pm at King George Square.  

People of faith will gather outside St Stephen’s Cathedral from 12.15pm and walk 

together to the strike. 

 Cairns 

The strike runs from 1 to 2.30pm at Muddy’s Playground on The Esplanade. 

Meet with other people of faith at the ARRCC banner at the same location from 

12.45pm. 

 All other locations 

You can find your local strike here: https://www.schoolstrike4climate.com/may21 

  

 

  

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity Services in Toowoomba: 

Tues 18th May 7pm:  St Paul’s Lutheran church, Toowoomba 

Sunday 23rd May 6.30pm: St Andres’s Uniting church, Allora 

 

https://www.arrcc.org.au/organising_workshop_1c?e=561a8f594f2170d60960a75544d02883&utm_source=arrcc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=local_organisers_training&n=4&test_email=1&e=561a8f594f2170d60960a75544d02883&utm_source=arrcc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=new_dates_workshops&n=4&test_email=1
https://www.arrcc.org.au/organising_workshop_two_option_c?e=561a8f594f2170d60960a75544d02883&utm_source=arrcc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=local_organisers_training&n=7&test_email=1&e=561a8f594f2170d60960a75544d02883&utm_source=arrcc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=new_dates_workshops&n=7&test_email=1
https://www.schoolstrike4climate.com/may21


 

 

             

 ECUMENICAL SEMINAR 
"Growing together to present             

Jesus Christ to the community" 
(Why isn’t Ecumenism on the everyday agenda?) 

 

PRESENTERS: 

Bishop Bill Morris                        
and  

Bishop Jonathan Holland 
 

5.30pm Friday 11th JUNE 

TO  

1.00pm Sunday 13th JUNE 2021 
AT 

JAMES BYRNE CENTRE 
60 JAMES BYRNE Road 

HIGHFIELDS 
Cost: Twin share $150 per person. No accommodation: $60 

 

CONTACT: John 4666 3225 or Eric 4637 2009 
Organized by Downs & Toowoomba Churches Together 



 

  

Ecumenical Seminar                                                                                                                             
11 to 13 June 2021 at James Byrne Centre 

“Growing together to present Jesus Christ to the Community”                                                                
“Why isn’t Ecumenism on the everyday agenda?” 

     Programme   
                                                                                                                                             
Friday 11nd June 
   6.00pm Dinner 

7.00pm 1st Session - Welcome  
 Setting the Scene – Bishop Jonathan Holland 
8.30pm  Supper 
 

Saturday 12th June 
   7.30am Prayer –   
   8.00am Breakfast 

9.00am 2nd Session – Ecumenical Experience – Joe Goodall 
   10.30am Morning Tea 

11.00am 3rd Session – Post war Ecumenism –                          
           Bishop Jonathan Holland 

12.30pm Lunch 
1.30pm 4th Session – Injune experience – Bishop Bill Morris 
3.00pm Afternoon Tea 
3.30pm 5th Session – Growing together to present Christ to the                                           

           Community – Bishop Bill Morris 
6.00pm Dinner 
7.00pm 6th Session – Inter Faith  
7.30pm Stories from the communities – participants from 

different locations tell their story of what is happening 
in their area.  

   8.30pm Supper 
 
Sunday 13th June 
   8.00am Breakfast 
   9.00am  Worship – Bishop Bill Morris 

10.00am Morning Tea 
10.30am Where to from here – David Baker 
  What could you see applying?    
  What would you like to see happen?           
 
12.00pm  Lunch 
We depart after lunch  
 



 

 



 

From  The NCCA.. 

The NCCA has received prayer requests from the National Councils of 

India and Bangladesh. 

NCCA ask that Australian churches take a moment to reflect and pray 

with them for the people of these countries in the midst of the COVID 

crisis. 

So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. 

I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous 

right hand. Isaiah 41:10  

National Council of Churches in India (NCCI) 

The NCCI General Secretary, Rev Asir Ebenezer, in recent correspondence 
with the NCCA have made the request to "continue to mobilise prayer 

support for us among your constituents and support us in whatever way 

you can. ".... 

"It's a difficult time for all of us. In India the situation is compounded by 
the large numbers. A large number discovered to be infected all at once 

has thrown the system out of gear altogether. This time round the Church 
is finding it difficult to cope with the crisis. Depleted resources and 

drained energies have pushed the Church and Christian organisations to 

the limits." 

Rev Asir continues, "We have lost some of our best people, leaders and 
members alike. Some of my colleagues in the NCCI have also been tested 

positive and are under treatment. One of them is very critical and in ICU. 
Yet we need to put up a brave front. The Government also expects a lot 

from churches, Christian organisations and church run hospitals."  

Rev Asir admits that many of the NCCI staff have been affected and that 
they are working in challenging situations in Nagpur and Delhi. Their 

mission hospitals, marginalised communities. are in dire need of 
essentials such as dry ration kits, PPE and other safety equipment, 

distribution of medicines to persons with HIV who cannot reach 

government facilities, support to persons with disabilities and persons 

with different sexual orientations and gender identities. 

"The needs this time is compounded by health needs and strengthening 

medical infrastructure as well. Oxygen concentrators, oxygen 
regeneration plants, PPE kits to medical personnel in mission hospitals 

treating the poor and the middle income groups, subsidising the cost of 



 

medicines for the poor and mission workers, Provisioning ambulances, are 

some of the other challenges staring us in the face." 

Bishop Philip Huggins, President National Council of Churches in Australia 

(NCCA) has assured Rev Asir that support and prayers are being offered 

for the people of India throughout Australia. 

Please uphold the NCCI in your prayers, their leaders, clergy and 
NCCI member churches as they minister to their people at this 

very difficult time.  

Ration Challenge 2021 

Sunday 13 – Saturday 19 June 2021 

There has never been a more 
important time to take the Ration 

Challenge.  

This year marked the 10 year 

anniversary of the start of the war in Syria. It’s a significant milestone, 

but not one that we at Act for Peace are celebrating.  

Over the last 10 years more than 6.6 million people have been forced to 

leave everything they’ve ever known behind in a bid to find one of life’s 
fundamental human rights — safety. These are mothers and fathers who 

want safety, dignity, and the ability to rebuild their lives and provide a 

bright future for their children. 

This year, will you join thousands of people across Australia, and around 
the world, who are taking the Ration Challenge in support of Syrian 

refugees and other communities impacted by conflict and disaster? 

You’ll spend one week eating the same rations as a Syrian refugee — just 
a small amount of rice, lentils, flour, chickpeas, beans, fish and oil — raise 

money, and change lives.  

 

  



 

From  The WCC.. 
Voices of Lament, hope and courage is a publication from the WCC produced 

to mark a year since the WHO declared the global pandemic.  It I designed for 

use in prayer groups, congregational services and for personal prayer. 

The book can be downloaded using link: 

https://www.oikoumene.org/resources/publications/voices-of-lament-hope-

and-courage  

Here is a prayer from the book from the All Africa Conference of Churches: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Artic Communities to WCC Pilgrims: “we need your voice” Indigenous 

communiteis from the Arctic region of Canada describe threats and challenges 

to their community from global warming and drilling.  

https://www.oikoumene.org/news/arctic-communities-to-wcc-pilgrims-we-

need-your-voice  

 

Pentecost message from the WCC Presidents. 2021 Pentecost Message from the WCC 

Presidents, 2021 | World Council of Churches (oikoumene.org) 

 

God of life, you promised your people abundant life.  

And this is what we seek and long for.  

At the same time, you tell us that in this world we will have 

tribulation.  

Still, you call us to have courage, for you have overcome the world.  

As the world finds itself in a time of a terrible pandemic, many families 

having to bury their loved ones and sustain pain and hopelessness, we 

ask you to grant us courage and wisdom so that we trust in your 

promise to overcome whatever faces us. 

Stand with us as we try to work in solidarity to stay safe, serve those 

in need of any kind of help in our interconnected and interdependent 

world.  

Rev. Dr Fidon Mwombeki General Secretary 

https://www.oikoumene.org/resources/publications/voices-of-lament-hope-and-courage
https://www.oikoumene.org/resources/publications/voices-of-lament-hope-and-courage
https://www.oikoumene.org/news/arctic-communities-to-wcc-pilgrims-we-need-your-voice
https://www.oikoumene.org/news/arctic-communities-to-wcc-pilgrims-we-need-your-voice
https://www.oikoumene.org/resources/documents/pentecost-message-from-the-wcc-presidents-2021
https://www.oikoumene.org/resources/documents/pentecost-message-from-the-wcc-presidents-2021

