
 

 

“I dream of an ecumenical movement as a movement of people who are messengers of God’s grace, a 
people open to each other and discovering the presence of Christ and of God’s grace in the other.  To 
see Christ in the other is so much stronger than all that separates us…” 

Revd Dr Samel Kobia, former General Secretary of the World Council of Churches 

 

From  The General Secretary 
Dear friends 

The two months since I have taken up this acting position have been a fascinating insight from the 
inside into the important work of Queensland Churches Together. It has also made me appreciate 
even more the work of my predecessor Richard Tutin and the many connections and relationships 
he had fostered in the ecumenical world. 

Richard concluded his term of office reflecting on the ravages of Coronavirus. Regrettably it is still 
very much with us. 

It’s not the first time that societies have felt helpless in the face of uncontrollable disease. The Black 
Death wiped out a third of Europe’s population in the middle ages, with the resulting economic, 
societal and economic upheavals. Sound familiar?  

In 1665, the plague struck London. Those whose homes were found to have the plague were locked 
up inside. Sound familiar? People fled the city, carrying the plague across the countryside. Sound 
familiar?  

We could take a lesson from the village of Eyam in Derbyshire.  

The history of the plague in the village began in 1665 when a flea-infested bundle of cloth arrived 
from London for Alexander Hadfield, the local tailor. Within a week his assistant George Viccars, who 
noticing the bundle was damp, had opened it up. Before long he was dead and more began dying in 
the household soon after. 

As the disease spread, the villagers turned for leadership to their rector, the Reverend William 
Mompesson, and the ejected Puritan minister Thomas Stanley. They introduced a number of 
precautions to slow the spread of the illness from May 1666. The measures included the 
arrangement that families were to bury their own dead and relocation of church services to the 
natural amphitheatre of Cucklett Delph, allowing villagers to separate themselves and so reducing 
the risk of infection. Perhaps the best-known decision was to quarantine the entire village to prevent 
further spread of the disease. 

The plague ran its course over 14 months and the church in Eyam has a record of 273 individuals 
who were victims of the plague out of a population of 350 or 800 – historians are unsure.  

Survival among those affected appeared random, as many who remained alive had close contact 
with those who died but never caught the disease. For example, Elizabeth Hancock was uninfected 
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despite burying six children and her husband in eight days. The graves are known as the Riley graves 
after the farm where they lived. The unofficial village gravedigger, Marshall Howe, also survived, 
despite handling many infected bodies. 

The village's actions prevented the disease from moving into surrounding areas. For that they were 
known as “The Martyrs of Eyam”. 

Included in this newsletter is an extract from the new edition of the Joint Churches Domestic 
Violence Project book which as Questions Women Ask about Domestic Violence and Christian Beliefs 
has been very successful and has been widely distributed. Look out for the new edition now 
renamed: The Good the Bad and the Ugly: Questions Women Ask about Relationships and Christian 
Beliefs. It will be a great resource for your worship community and as something that can be passed 
on to people who need it. 

We are on track for our Annual General Meeting on 10 October. This was postponed from April as 
Coronavirus took hold, but we are now thinking that an October Annual General Meeting  and in 
particular the timing of the change of office bearers, makes October a better option than April in any 
case. We are hoping that we will be able to livestream significant parts of the meeting so that those 
who have an interest but are unable to attend will be able to connect. Look out for a notice of 
meeting soon.  

Yours in Christ  

Dr Joe Goodall 

 



 

  



 

The Joint Churches Domestic Violence Project 

JCDVPP 
 

 

 
Some of the JCDVPP team meeting via Zoom, with guest John Minz 

 

JCDVPP continue to meet monthly via Zoom.  Plans are going ahead to organise a Domestic 
Violence workshop in Toowoomba in October, dependent on where we are in terms of 
COVID-19 and restrictions.  JCDVPP have been working with John Minz of Toowoomba 
Together and the Multi Faith Multi Cultural Centre in the organisation of the event.  The 
workshop will likely take place at Middle Ridge Uniting Church.  We are waiting to see the 
impact of opening the borders on the number of COVID cases before we send out publicity 
for the event. 

A number of new resources have been added to the DFV resources page on the QCT website 
http://qct.org.au/index.php/resources-links/domestic-family-abuse-resources 

 

The latest resources to be added include: 

An interview with Angela Mayer from the Lutheran Church on how to support a friend or loved one 
experiencing Domestic and Family Violence http://www.preventdfv.lca.org.au/resources-training/ 

A collection of videos produced by the Commonwealth Bank, in collaboration with Out Watch.  The 
videos cover: Understanding Family Violence; Workplace responses to Family Violence; 

http://qct.org.au/index.php/resources-links/domestic-family-abuse-resources
http://www.preventdfv.lca.org.au/resources-training/


 

Understanding and responding to employees who use violence; Understanding Financial Abuse 
https://workplace.ourwatch.org.au/employee-support/ 

Ending Domestic Violence, a pack for Churches, produced by Restored Relationships, an 
international Christian alliance based in the UK working to transform relationships and end 
violence against women.  The pack is available in multiple languages.  
https://www.restoredrelationships.org/resources/info/51/ 

 

Extract from the latest edition of the JCDVPP book: “The Good, the Bad and 
the Ugly: Questions women ask about relationships and Christian beliefs” 

DOMESTIC AND FAMILY VIOLENCE AND THE CHURCH 
Domestic and Family Violence (DFV) is a problem across all walks of life and church communities 
are no exception.  DFV carries with it much stigma, so it is often silenced and hidden from sight.  
This silence can be very difficult to break especially when it comes from the fear instilled: fear of 
not being believed; fear of retribution and further abuse; fear of being blamed; feelings of shame and 
denial.   

For the Church community, the silence may be compounded by misinterpreted scripture or shame 
that this is happening within a Christian community.  To break the silence takes great courage.  To 
break the silence is to begin to break through all of the barriers to that silence and to begin to 
acknowledge that DFV occurs within the Church community as well as outside of it.   

The Church community has a mandate to help victims of DFV understand that ‘it is not my fault’; 
‘I don’t deserve this’; ‘I have no reason to feel shame’.  Understanding that the perpetrator was the 
one who first broke the marriage covenant can lift the burden of guilt from a victim.  It is essential 
that when a survivor decides to break the silence, they have someone they can trust, someone who 
will listen and someone who will believe them.  In many cases the survivor also needs to know they 
have a safe place to go, particularly if they know their abusive partner will most likely not leave 
without exhibiting more violent behaviour. 

As a support person, a person of trust, a person who is listening, it is important to remember that 
the victim needs to make their own decisions: to force them in any direction is to further disempower 
them.  The Church has a responsibility to break the silence within the community and to support 
both perpetrators and victims. 

“My mother was a victim of domestic violence and she got no help from the Church. Her 
minister told her that he couldn’t interfere between a husband and wife.  Why would it 
be any different now?” 

In the past, church communities, like other major social institutions, have been part of the problem 
rather than part of the solution.  In the Church’s desire to hold up a vision of the family as a group 
of people where ideals of Christian love are most likely to be made manifest, examples of how family 
life can go badly wrong were often swept under the carpet.  

Thus, when victims of DFV sought help from clergy or other church officials, church leaders felt 
uncomfortable and the real needs of victims and survivors were often ignored.  In some cases, they 
were met with silence, unhelpful platitudes, or worse, blame and condemnation.  These responses 
have further added to the significant trauma that the victims were already suffering. 

https://workplace.ourwatch.org.au/employee-support/
https://www.restoredrelationships.org/resources/info/51/


 

The Church has been described as “notoriously incompetent at facing conflict and abuse”.1  Recent 
Australian research indicates that Faith communities generally misunderstand DFV and treat the 
issue as taboo.  Although some Faith leaders do respond appropriately, others use religious texts in 
such a way that further trauma and harm are perpetuated.2   

This is not good enough.  Jesus modelled a new, alternative way of living, a way that was counter 
to the cultural and societal norm of the day.  He crossed boundaries and broke down the barriers 
that divided people.  He taught and lived a life of non-violence, advocating restoration rather than 
retribution.  Jesus’ life was one of establishing justice and the reign of God.  His life and teachings 
consisted of non-violence; endurance without retaliation; restoring the lost sheep to the fold; being 
the prophetic voice of truth.  Jesus criticised leaders of the Church when they failed to address the 
needs of the people around them and were not themselves humble before God.  

The gospel does not bid us to be members of a church where we put on our best clothes on Sundays, 
plaster a false smile on our face and leave our troubles at the door.  Yet for many people that is their 
experience of church life.  They feel that they have to leave the sorrowful or shameful parts of 
themselves and their lives out of their church-going experience. 

There is a popular slogan: “Christians aren’t perfect, just forgiven”.  This humble attitude before 
a merciful God might better prepare church leaders and members to see what is really happening 
in many families and to do something about the great unhappiness and injustices that constitute 
DFV. 

People need to recognize that it is not Christian and not loving to collude with wrongdoing.  
Seeking a protection order is not about punishing your partner or ex-partner.  It is often the only 
way to prevent a victim from being further harmed through illegal acts.   

There are people in your church community who are willing to understand and to support 
you in situations of DFV.  Please seek them out.  It is time we started speaking in the 
Church about DFV.  Otherwise, in our silence we are colluding with the perpetrators, 
letting abuse continue, and preventing justice from being done. 

 

 

The latest edition of the book (formerly known as Questions Women ask about Domestic Violence 
and Christian beliefs”, is at the later stages of production.  It is currently being formatted and 
permissions sought for some of the diagrams added to this edition of the book. 

 
1 Ched Myers and Elaine Enns, Ambassadors of Reconciliation: Volume 1, New Testament Reflections on Restorative Justice and Peacemaking, 
(New York: Orbis Books, 2009) 50 
2 The Conversation, April 2019, https://theconversation.com/new-study-finds-family-violence-is-often-poorly-understood-in-faith-
communities-115562?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=twitterbutton 



 

  



 

Queensland Churches 
Environmental Network 

Season of Creation 
This year marks the 4th QCEN Season of Creation display. This year, we are extending the 
invitation to include more than just photography to inspire celebrating God’s creation and 
participate in bringing healing to the Earth.  

For four Sundays in September we join with Christians around the world in celebrating the 
Spirit in creation. We are seeking creative works to display or to share as resources for 
liturgy during this #SeasonofCreation.  

This year the theme for Season of Creation is 'Jubilee for the Earth" and has been chosen “to 
advocate for life sanctification and give rest to all Creation. Accidentally or by providence, 
the COVID-19 crisis showed us that giving rest to Earth from human exploitation can save 
life and the overall creation. This could give us an eco-theological lesson to tackle the 
climate crisis as well" (Dr. Louk Andrianos, WCC Consultant on the Care for Creation, 
Sustainability and Climate Justice).  

Karlu Karlu (Devil's Marbles) N.T. Photographer: Susan Armytage.  Submitted to Season of Creation 2019 



 

We would love to have any creative output you are keen to share! This can include 
prayers, videos, poems, short stories, photos, drawings, paintings, art, music - anything 
creative! We would also particularly welcome contributions from children. 

If you find you are drawn more deeply to any creative works that are shared through the 
QCEN display, feel welcome to engage and create works based on the original – we’d love to 
see more engagement and interaction around the online display! 

Digital creative works will be shared via the QCEN Facebook page, and, depending on the 
COVID situation at the time, we still hope that some will be chosen to be displayed in St 
John's Cathedral in Brisbane. 

To take part in the display, all you have to do is either: 

- Submit your digital creative work (photos, or photos of your creative output) directly to 
the QCEN Facebook page at: www.fb.com/QCEnvNet/ - Don't forget to tag @QCEnvNet 
and #SeasonofCreation 

- - Email your digital images to: admin@qct.org.au 
- - Mail printed photographs or other creative works to: QCEN Photo Display, PO Box 

2096, Toowong Q 4066. 
- - Or get in touch through the QCEN Facebook page if you have other art formats. 

When submitting your creative outputs, please provide some helpful details: e.g. Your name 
and denominational affiliation; the location at which the image was taken; any information 
and/or backstory. 

All works will be acknowledged. 

We invite participants to choose their own level of Creative Commons Copyright. You can let 
us know when you submit after viewing the options here: 
http://creativecommons.org/choose/ 
If no choice is made during submission, we'll assume it is will be an "Attribution-
NonCommercial 4.0 International" license. 
 
A participation donation would be welcomed to cover costs. 
 
For more information contact QCEN via our Facebook page.  
And for more info on the Season of Creation see: https://www.oikoumene.org/en/press-
centre/news/season-of-creation-2020-celebration-guide-jubilee-for-the-earth-now-
available  

  

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http://www.fb.com/QCEnvNet/&h=AT1L5fjn48BFjI_r8_Ul23oeXuDHaCOfQ-4a8w_-TvElZ_VuWrSmVX_HTi6ByiIJ-DTnM5Kkn61fMPKKKnij1W5ekxg-kPa3YKEW69v_IZNzijAVjieEKnln220OujBUE-gy
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/seasonofcreation?__eep__=6
mailto:admin@qct.org.au
http://creativecommons.org/choose/?fbclid=IwAR1AEKUh_Sv972wOUxyptPkiV-0VBAOA_ostZ7qc-x_14vkLd15tqUpw5Vw
https://www.oikoumene.org/en/press-centre/news/season-of-creation-2020-celebration-guide-jubilee-for-the-earth-now-available?fbclid=IwAR3RFhM0W5TxJBMG4nrQU6-_yOMWCb4QwTtPDUp_7FPnctRjteHNk8m4gjc
https://www.oikoumene.org/en/press-centre/news/season-of-creation-2020-celebration-guide-jubilee-for-the-earth-now-available?fbclid=IwAR3RFhM0W5TxJBMG4nrQU6-_yOMWCb4QwTtPDUp_7FPnctRjteHNk8m4gjc
https://www.oikoumene.org/en/press-centre/news/season-of-creation-2020-celebration-guide-jubilee-for-the-earth-now-available?fbclid=IwAR3RFhM0W5TxJBMG4nrQU6-_yOMWCb4QwTtPDUp_7FPnctRjteHNk8m4gjc


 

 
End Covid For All 
A campaign organised by Micah Australia asking Australians to contact their Federal Member, to 
encourage the government to support countries ill-equipped to deal with the COVID 19 crisis. 

Micah Australia have produced a Church Kit, available on their website 
http://www.micahaustralia.org/end_covid_for_all 

The pack contains : 

x Resources and ideas 
x Video sermon from Tim Costello and sermon notes that can be used in a Bible Study. 
x Alive list of Facts (shown below) 
x Letter template to write to your MP 
x Ideas for how to get involved with “a night to end Covid for all” on 19 August. 

  

http://www.micahaustralia.org/end_covid_for_all


 

 
LIVE LIST of Key facts and statistics  

(Live document updated regularly) 
 

Accurate as of 14 July 2020 
 
The top COVID-19 global development stats / statements 

x The World Bank estimates that COVID-19 will push 71 million people into extreme 
poverty.* 

x The World Food Programme has warned that the number of people requiring 
lifesaving food assistance could double to 265 million people worldwide.* 

x Global health journal, The Lancet, predicts - in the most severe scenario - reduced 
access to nutritious food could lead to wasting increasing by 50 per cent over six 
months, causing an additional 1.15 million child deaths.* 

x The World Bank “expects the first annual increase in net global poverty levels in 
more than two decades” due to COVID-19.* 

x “Global human development could decline this year for the first time since the 
concept was introduced in 1990.” 

x  80 million babies under a year old are at risk of missing routine immunisations due to 
COVID-19 (WHO).* 

x Across the planet, the State of Food Security and Nutrition report forecasts, the 
COVID-19 pandemic could tip over 130 million more people into chronic hunger by 
the end of 2020.* 

x Almost 10 million children may never return to school following COVID-19 lockdown.* 
 
The top global COVID-19 healthcare stats / statements 

x In high-burden settings, deaths due to HIV, tuberculosis, and malaria over 5 years 
could increase by up to 10%, 20%, and 36%, respectively, compared with if there 
was no COVID-19 pandemic.* 

x In a worst-case scenario, malaria deaths are projected to rise by 36 per cent over the 
next five years as malaria net campaigns are affected in the sub-Saharan countries 
where the disease is most prevalent.* 

x WHO: “The world is facing a shortage of oxygen concentrators.” WHO estimates that 
at the current rate of about 1 million new cases a week, the world needs about 
620,000 cubic meters of oxygen a day, which is about 88,000 large cylinders.* 

x In southern Yemen, health workers are leaving their posts en masse because of a 
lack of protective equipment, and some hospitals are turning away patients struggling 
to breathe.* 

x “Months into the pandemic, few developing countries can keep carrying out the tens 
of thousands of tests every week needed to detect and contain outbreaks.”* 

x “In many places, PPE costs have skyrocketed. In Uganda, for example, a pack of 50 
disposable masks, once $2, now sells for $40.”* 

x “There is less than 1 intensive care bed per 100,000 people across Africa.”* 
x “More than 600 nurses worldwide are known to have died from COVID-19, which has 

infected an estimated 450,000 health-care workers.” (International Council of 
Nurses).* 

x In Indonesia, The country has only four doctors and 12 hospital beds for every 
10,000 people, and only three intensive care beds per 100,000 people.* 

https://blogs.worldbank.org/opendata/updated-estimates-impact-covid-19-global-poverty
https://www.wfp.org/news/wfp-chief-warns-hunger-pandemic-covid-19-spreads-statement-un-security-council
https://www.thelancet.com/action/showPdf?pii=S2214-109X(20)30229-1
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2020/jun/08/world-bank-warns-covid-19-pandemic-risks-dramatic-rise-in-poverty
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/22/health/coronavirus-polio-measles-immunizations.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/14/health/coronavirus-vaccines-measles.html
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/13-07-2020-as-more-go-hungry-and-malnutrition-persists-achieving-zero-hunger-by-2030-in-doubt-un-report-warns
https://www.savethechildren.org.au/media/media-releases/children-return-to-school-covid-19
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(20)30288-6/fulltext
https://www.newscientist.com/article/2248423-how-the-covid-19-pandemic-is-making-malaria-and-hiv-more-deadly/
https://www.who.int/dg/speeches/detail/who-director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-the-media-briefing-on-covid-19---24-june-2020
https://www.smh.com.au/world/africa/we-are-reaping-the-whirlwind-now-worst-virus-fears-emerging-in-poor-or-war-torn-countries-20200630-p557fl.html
https://www.smh.com.au/world/africa/we-are-reaping-the-whirlwind-now-worst-virus-fears-emerging-in-poor-or-war-torn-countries-20200630-p557fl.html
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/news/2020/06/11/coronavirus-humanitarian-aid-response
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/06/08/africa-covid-19-exposes-healthcare-shortfalls
https://www.cbc.ca/news/health/icn-nurses-covid-deaths-1.5596300
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-04-20/an-exodus-of-millions-in-indonesia-could-fuel-covid-19-disaster/12154510
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-04-20/an-exodus-of-millions-in-indonesia-could-fuel-covid-19-disaster/12154510
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-06-18/why-are-so-many-indonesian-children-dying-from-coronavirus/12356444


 

x “In north east Syria, where healthcare provision is already inadequate, only 3 out of 
the 279 public health centres are fully functional.”* 

x “Ten African countries have no ventilators at all. In Uganda, there are only 55 
intensive care beds for 43 million citizens.”* 

 
The top breaking news stats this week 

x India has become the third hardest hit country for Coronavirus cases. On Monday 13 
July there was a record daily surge of 28,701 new cases. * 

x As of 14 July, there are more than 13 million cases worldwide and 571k deaths.* 
x Africa is now seeing coronavirus cases rapidly increasing and deaths rising, 

according to the World Health Organization (WHO).* 
x "Although many countries have made some progress, globally the pandemic is 

actually speeding up." (WHO briefing)* 
x The developing world is now detecting most infections globally (based on WHO 

data).* 
x Attempts to control a growing coronavirus outbreak in Indonesia, the worst-hit 

country in south-east Asia, are being hampered by a lack of testing, poor 
communication from the government and the promotion of bogus cures, health 
experts have warned.* 

x Brazil has now over 1.88 million confirmed coronavirus cases.* 
x In São Paulo, football stadiums have been converted into emergency hospitals to 

treat the crush of covid-19 patients.* 
x In Mumbai, The overstretched medical system is leading to deaths that are not even 

attributed to the virus, doctors have said.* 
 
Top global development context stats/statements (i.e. true before 
COVID) 

x “75 percent of people in least developed countries lack access to the primary means 
of infection prevention — soap and water”* 

x “There are currently more than three billion people in the world who lack access to 
handwashing facilities.”* 

x “Many of the world’s poor have no access to life-saving medical facilities; in the entire 
African continent, there are just 20,000 critical care beds, equivalent to 1.7 for every 
100,000 people.”* 

x Prior to the onset of this pandemic, more than 820 million people were already 
identified as chronically food insecure.* 

x The global number of Internally Displaced Persons is estimated at 50.8. (45.7 million 
are displaced as a result of conflict, 5.1 million as a result of disasters.) This number 
has never been higher.* 

 

“More than 600 nurses worldwide are known to have died from 
COVID-19, which has infected an estimated 450,000 health-care 
workers.” (International Council of Nurses).* 

 

https://www.msf.org/covid-19-has-brought-suffering-all-impact-not-equal
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/apr/21/coronavirus-disaster-developing-nations-global-marshall-plan
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/07/covid-19-cases-soar-grow-india-south-africa-brazil-200713145223397.html
https://nypost.com/2020/07/13/coronavirus-cases-pass-13-million-worldwide/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-53181555
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-53227219
https://www.instagram.com/p/CCAQF--jXtb/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/indonesia
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/jul/12/indonesia-is-failing-to-control-coronavirus-outbreak-warn-experts-testing-government-messages-bogus-cures
https://www.google.com/search?q=brazil+coronavirus+cases&oq=Brazil+Coronavirus+cases&aqs=chrome.0.0l7j69i60l2.5097j1j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.newscientist.com/article/mg24632863-300-how-south-america-became-the-new-centre-of-the-coronavirus-pandemic/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-06-01/mumbai-is-the-worlds-next-coronavirus-catastrophe/12297316
https://interactives.lowyinstitute.org/features/covid19/issues/developing-nations/
https://acfid.asn.au/content/covid-19-response
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/apr/21/coronavirus-disaster-developing-nations-global-marshall-plan
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/sg_policy_brief_on_covid_impact_on_food_security.pdf
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/sg_policy_brief_on_people_on_the_move.pdf
https://www.cbc.ca/news/health/icn-nurses-covid-deaths-1.5596300


 

  
 

 

 
20 July 2020 
 
URGENT MEDIA RELEASE 
 
CHURCHES TASKFORCE SEEKS ASSURANCES TO REDUCE DETENTION HEALTH RISKS 
 
In an urgent letter to the Acting Chief Medical Officer Professor Paul Kelly and the Minister for Health, Mr Greg 
Hunt, the Australian Churches Refugee Taskforce of the National Council of Churches in Australia (NCCA) has 
sought urgent assurances from the responsible government public health authorities that the people at 
detention centres in Melbourne, Brisbane and Sydney have safe accommodation during the continuing 
pandemic as social distancing is not possible in the common areas of current facilities and where bathrooms 
and bedrooms are shared. 
 
The Churches Taskforce appeals for guaranteed access to COVID-19 testing when any symptoms are present in 
immigration detention centres and an assurance that people moving in and out of these locations in a staff role 
are both trained and monitored with regard to the highest standards of infection control and prevention. 
 
Mr Rob Floyd, Chair of the Australian Churches’ Taskforce said that “With the recent infections of staff 
assigned to the Mantra Hotel at Preston in Melbourne’s COVID 19 lockdown area, and Villawood Detention 
Centre in Sydney, we believe that the public health risks mean that those moving freely in and out of these 
centres pose the highest public health risk at this time.” 
 
“In seeking these assurances, we must reiterate that our preferred position is that refugees and asylum 
seekers in crowded immigration detention locations in Melbourne, Brisbane and Sydney are safely transferred 
into community housing as a public health benefit for all. We are some of the groups that have offered to help 
with housing” Mr Floyd said. 
 
“Our church members, chaplains and ministers, including religious sisters and brothers, who have previously 
undertaken visits and maintain life-giving and at times life-saving relationships with immigration detainees in 
Australia, have conveyed to us their utmost concern about the public health risks associated with the living 
conditions of refugees and asylum seekers in hotels and detention centres during the COVID 19 pandemic – 
specifically at Preston VIC, Kangaroo Point QLD and Villawood NSW” said Ms Liz Stone, General Secretary of 
the NCCA, in the urgent letter. 
 
Last week workers assigned to working with people detained at the Mantra Hotel at Preston and at Villawood 
Detention Centre in Sydney have tested positive for COVID-19. This was a scenario feared by one thousand 
medical professionals in April, who asked the Government to release refugees and people seeking asylum from 
detention into safe housing, as part of a responsible public health approach to this pandemic. 
 

MEDIA CONTACTS – Rob Floyd   0407 944 417 Liz Stone 0437 402 884 

  



 

From  The NCCA.. 
From the NCCA Newsletter:  Climate and Environmental Justice Round Table -29th July 

Hello friends   

In 2018 the NCCA gathered a group of people representing diverse Christian eco-groups and 
Churches, in Sydney to network and share ideas.   

Since then, our concerns for urgent climate and environmental action have only compounded, 
as Australia has faced devastating and extreme drought, flood, and bushfires and consequential 
loss of biodiversity.   

Despite the many challenges still presented by Covid19, it is timely that we return to that 
conversation, and re-vitalise networking across our Christian Churches, mission and eco-groups 
nationally in this space.  

We invite you and your Church or Christian organisation to join us at the end of the month in a 
national sustainability and climate roundtable:   

When: Wednesday 29 July 10:00 am – 12:30 pm  

Registration: online at EVENTBRITE - Climate and Environmental Justice Roundtable  

Cost: free, please register online 

x an opening panel of speakers including General Secretary of Pacific Conference of Churches 
(PCC), Rev James Bhagwan; NCCA President, Bishop Philip Huggins; and other prophetic voices 
from First Nations, advocacy and practical perspectives.  

x followed by breakout conversations.  

We also appreciate that there are a diverse array of eco, climate and sustainability projects 
already underway across our churches.  So when registering, participants will be invited to offer 
some insights into their current priorities or areas of action, which we will share with other 
participants. And participants will be asked to suggest the critical ideas or questions they want 
to share and discuss with others.   

These will form the basis of the second session of breakout conversations, in which all 
participants will be invited to take part and will have the ability to either stay within a single 
topic, or to move between online breakout rooms and conversations.     

Anyone with a passion for these issues within the Christian churches is invited to attend, but you 
must pre-register here.  And you are welcome to share it across your networks. 

For hosting this gathering, NCCA is grateful to the St John’s Cathedral ‘Doing Justice’ team in 
the Anglican Church of Southern Queensland, who received a small grant from the Glenburnie 
Program fund for work on these matters.    

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/national-council-of-churches-climate-and-environmental-justice-roundtable-tickets-112065625302


 

From  The WCC.. 

 
 



 

11 July 2020 

Geneva, 11 July, 2020: In a letter to H.E. Recep Tayyip Erdogan, President of the Republic of 
Turkey, the World Council of Churches interim general secretary Rev. Prof Dr Ioan Sauca is 
expressing his fervent hope and prayer that Hagia Sophia will not become once again a focus 
of confrontation and conflict, but will be restored to the emblematic unifying role that it has 
served since 1934. Read the full letter: 

 Dear Mr President, 

Since it began functioning as a museum in 1934, Hagia Sophia has been a place of openness, 
encounter and inspiration for people from all nations and religions, and a powerful expression 
of the Republic of Turkey’s commitment to secularism and inclusion and of its desire to leave 
behind the conflicts of the past. 

Today, however, I am obliged to convey to you the grief and dismay of the World Council of 
Churches – and of its 350 member churches in more than 110 countries, representing more than 
half a billion Christians around the world – at the step you have just taken. By deciding to 
convert the Hagia Sophia back to a mosque you have reversed that positive sign of Turkey’s 
openness and changed it to a sign of exclusion and division. Regrettably, this decision has also 
been taken without prior notice or discussion with UNESCO regarding the impact of this decision 
on Hagia Sophia’s universal value recognized under the World Heritage Convention. 

Over the years, the World Council of Churches has made great efforts to support the active 
engagement of its member churches in interreligious dialogue, in order to build bridges of 
mutual respect and cooperation based on values shared between the different religious 
communities. Furthermore, in times of challenge, the WCC together with its member churches 
has spoken out in defence and support of other religious communities, including Muslim 
communities, for their rights and integrity to be respected. The decision to convert such an 
emblematic place as Hagia Sophia from a museum back to a mosque will inevitably create 
uncertainties, suspicions and mistrust, undermining all our efforts to bring people of different 
faiths together at the table of dialogue and cooperation. Moreover, we greatly fear that it will 
encourage the ambitions of other groups elsewhere that seek to overturn the existing status 
quo and to promote renewed divisions between religious communities. 

 Mr President, you have repeatedly affirmed modern Turkey’s identity as a secular state, but 
yesterday you overturned a commitment that since 1934 has preserved this historic monument 
as the shared heritage of humanity. In the interests of promoting mutual understanding, 
respect, dialogue and cooperation, and avoiding cultivating old animosities and divisions, we 
urgently appeal to you to reconsider and reverse your decision. 

We join with His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew in expressing our fervent hope 
and prayer that Hagia Sophia will not become once again a focus of confrontation and conflict, 
but will be restored to the emblematic unifying role that it has served since 1934. 

Yours respectfully, 

Rev. Prof. Dr Ioan Sauca 
Interim General Secretary 
World Council of Churches 


