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Seeking visible communion
1

o love Christ
to be the basis of the common journey that is leading us by
stages to 2015 (see below the program for the year 2015). It
commits us for the coming year to “seeking visible
communion among all who love Christ.” Here are four
proposals to join in this search.

During the year 2014 we will be particularly attentive to young Americans. In
April and May gatherings will be held in Texas (Austin, Dallas and Houston),
and in Mexico in early May. In October there will be a meeting in the
Dominican Republic, followed by a pilgrimage to Haiti and other Caribbean
islands.

The next European meeting will take place in Prague from 29 December 2014
to 2 January 2015.
among all wh
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Proposals 2014

Seeking visible communion
among all who love Christ

Christ extended his friendship to all, without rejecting anyone. Those who love
Christ all across the earth form, in his steps, a large community of friendship. This
is called communion. For this reason, they have a contribution to make in healing
the wounds of humanity: without wanting to impose themselves, they can promote
a globalization of solidarity which excludes no people and no single person.

How can each person take part in this?

First Proposal

Join a local praying community

On some occasions, such as international meetings, this community of friendship
becomes visible. But these events are occasional. In every place, a portion of this
large community can be found, even if a very poor one. It is not possible to live
faith all by ourselves. Faith is born when there is an experience of communion,
when we discover that Christ is the source of an unrestricted unity.

If local communities (also called parishes), groups and chaplaincies were
increasingly to become places of friendship! Warm and welcoming places where
we support one another, where we are attentive to those who are weak, to
foreigners, to people who do not share our ideas...
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Second Proposal

Extend friendship
beyond the boundaries that limit us

Jesus was attentive to everyone he met, especially the poor, children, those who
seemed unimportant. Following him, we can cross boundaries to join those in need.
We can undertake acts of solidarity, together with Christians of different
affiliations, and also with people who do not share our faith.

Whether the poverty is material or spiritual, solidarity implies a two-way sharing:
in providing assistance, we are often the ones who receive.
Third Proposal

Share and pray regularly with others

For some young people, painful trials, abandonment, solitude, or the keen
awareness of the injustices in the world can make it almost impossible to have
faith in God. Believing is always a risk—the risk of trusting.
With whom can I journey and reflect about my faith?
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Fourth Proposal

Make the communion
among all who love Christ more visible

In our village, our city and our region, there are people who also love Christ, but
in a different way than we do. Calling ourselves “Christians” means bearing the
name of Christ. We receive our identity as Christians through baptism, which
unites us to Christ. Let us try to give more visibility to this common identity,
instead of emphasizing our denominational identities.

When differences appear to be incompatible, that is no reason to separate. During
his life, Christ went beyond boundaries and, on the cross, he stretched out his arms
from one side to the other, between those who are divided. If Christians want to
follow Christ and let God's light shine in the world, they cannot remain divided.
It is the Holy Spirit who unites us.
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further in the journey which will lead us towards “a new solidarity” in
the year 2015.

For many years now young Asians have been coming to Taizé, and the
“pilgrimage of trust” has brought together young people for gatherings
in various Asian countries. Some brothers of our community are living
in Bangladesh and South Korea. Other brothers make regular visits to
the continent.

In October and November, a few of us went to Myanmar, China, North
and South Korea, and India. By means of these visits, I wanted to express
our desire to better understand the situations and to show solidarity
with those who, because of Christ, are working for peace and justice.
We came back with some questions that can help everyone to reflect
about him- or herself and about the context in which he or she lives.
Christians are taking part in an “education for democracy” in order to prepare the
future. “We need development and education,” said one young man. Another
replied: “What we need above all is kindness.” Ethnic diversity is an asset for this
beautiful country. But several groups and communities are experiencing conflicts
that seem insurmountable, although efforts are being made to find acceptable
solutions. Natural resources are plentiful, but the local people do not benefit from
them.

A question for all:What can we do to strengthen democracy in our
own countries?

In CHINA, a prayer in Beijing brought together 150 young people. One of them
wanted us to know this: “Our economic development is the surface of reality. In
fact there is often an emptiness inside people, a lack of direction and meaning.”

A question for all:What gives meaning and direction to my life,
beyondmaterial prosperity?
In 2013, before the Strasbourg meeting, we set out, as planned, to listen
more particularly to the young people of Asia. This has enabled us to go

Listening to the Youth ofAsia

InMYANMAR, there is great hope for a movement towards democracy. Some
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From there, one ofmy brothers and I flew to NORTH KOREA. The cold war
continues dangerously in that part of the world. The division between South and
North Korea remains a deep wound for countless people on both sides.

Our ties with North Korea go back to 1997, when a terrible famine caused many
deaths. At that time, Brother Roger took the initiative to send a thousand tons of
food. Then, through “Operation Hope” we started supporting hospitals. We
organized training courses in Europe for some North Korean doctors. A brother
visited the country several times. Valuable human contacts were created.

Today the needs are great. The country is extremely isolated. In Pyongyang we
were greeted by representatives of the North Korean Red Cross. I told them: “Taizé
is not an NGO but a religious community. Even more than material assistance,
what matters for us are personal encounters.” We insisted on going to churches,
even if they are closed during the week. In the only Catholic church in Pyongyang,
we were greeted by a lay leader (there is no priest), in one of the two Protestant
churches by pastors, and in the Orthodox church by one of the two priests. We
prayed in those churches in silence. This silence took on a very powerful
significance. Could we have gone to that country above all to share the silence?

A question for all:What situations ofisolation, close at hand or far
away, can Imake less harsh by visits?

In Busan, SOUTH KOREA, we participated in the general assembly of the World
Council of Churches. Beautiful and profound times of sharing among Christians
ofmany different denominations could not uproot from my heart the question:
Why do we remain separated?

A question for all: Is it possible to create more links in my country
not just between Christians ofthe old historical Churches but also
with Christians belonging to new Churches—Evangelical,
Pentecostal, etc.

The last stage of the pilgrimage took me to INDIA. First to Vasai, a town on an
island near Mumbai where 5,500 young people gathered. To reach the place where
the gathering was held we had to go on foot the last part of the way. What a
surprise to enter on the way there the home of a Hindu family, in front ofwhich
was written “welcome’. A young Christian told me: “In our religious festivals we
show our mutual respect by sharing food and helping with practical tasks.” Many
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residents of the island are fishermen. They go out to sea in small boats for a week
or ten days, wondering each time whether they will return; last year one boat did
not return. Before setting out, whether they are Christian or even Hindu, they go
to church to receive a blessing.

A question for all: How can Iexpress my respect for believers of
other religions, and thus show that religion is a leaven ofpeace and
not ofviolence?

In Mumbai, young people had prepared an outdoor prayer which brought together
3,000 people. Archbishop Oswald Gracias told us that the city has nearly 19 million
inhabitants but, despite rapid development, half of them live in extreme poverty.
At Dharavi, the largest of the poor districts, we were warmly welcomed by the
priest. Guided by young people, we visited families. Even living from hand to
mouth, people find ways ofworking to survive. Christians form small communities
in order to pray together and support each other. Such creativity! Young people
gathered for a spontaneous prayer. What will the future of this city be? It is
growing exponentially; at certain times traffic paralyzes life; urban planning is not
able to meet the challenge.

A question for all: In my own city or region, do Iknow people or
initiatives that are striving to promote a better life together?Can I
support them?

In these Asian countries so different from one another, Christians are often a
minority, but they want to be “salt of the earth.” Sometimes in a very hidden way
they offer hope for the societies in which they live. Feeling a deep unity with them,
we want to celebrate and deepen the communion between all those who love

Christ.
7



14
pa
r
l'A
ss
oc
ia
tio
n
de
l'a
cc
ue
il
à
Ta
iz
é,
C
om
m
un
au
té
de
Ta
iz
é,
71
25
0
TA
IZ
E
,F
ra
nc
e,
Im
pr
im
er
ie
:C
om
im
pr
es
s

2015 in Taizé

Towards a new solidarity

75th anniversary of the community

100th anniversary of Brother Roger’s birth
(12 May 1915-16 August 2005)

• Young people are invited to join in a prayer and an act of solidarity in the
places where they live, to recall the memory of Brother Roger and put into
practice his call to follow Christ.

• Sunday afternoon May 10: the community invites people from the region
to Taizé for a prayer of thanksgiving.

• Each week, from Sunday to Sunday, international young adult meetings,
with workshops summing up the journey of the last three years led by young
people from all continents.

• July 5-12: meeting for young people engaged in monastic or religious life,
“reflection on the relevance of religious vocations today”, with presentations
by Catholic, Orthodox and Protestant orders, monasteries and communities.

• August 9-16: gathering of young people for a new solidarity.

• Sunday afternoon August 16: prayer of thanksgiving open to all in memory
of Brother Roger, with the presence of church leaders.

• August 30 - September 6: symposium for young theologians reflecting on
“Brother Roger’s contribution to theological thought”, with presentations
by Protestant, Orthodox and Catholic theologians from various countries.
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