
 
 

 
CHRISTIANS IN DIALOGUE 

Fifth Session 

FROM ECO-THEOLOGY TO ECO-MISSION 

 

Pre-session Activities  

o Look up some or all of the web sites for the church eco-mission structures 
given below or do your own independent Google search to find stories of 
Churches that have successfully engaged in ecological mission. 

o Reflect on your personal activity to help the environment. 

 
Eco-mission 
The mission of the Church is rooted in its theology, and so the early sessions of this 
study of Christians and the Environment have been devoted to establishing the bible-
based existence of an eco-theology and establishing its salient features.  In this session 
we now make the connection between the theology of environmental responsibility to 
the implementation of actions based on this theology, that is, a Christian response to 
God’s demands for humans to protect creation.  We call this the progress from eco-
theology to eco-mission.  For the future of creation, it is essential that eco-mission is 
regarded as an integral part of the Christian mission generally, and for it to be 
undertaken deliberately and intentionally, as evidenced in the formulation and 
acceptance of an Eco-Mission Statement.  In 1984, the Anglican Communion adopted 
“Five Marks of Mission”.  The fourth and fifth are relevant for eco-mission: 

• To seek to transform the unjust structures of society. 
• To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation, and sustain and renew the life 

of the earth. 
 
We can look at eco-mission from two perspectives – the response of Christian 
Churches and the response of Christian individuals. 

 
Eco-mission by Churches 

Structures have been set up by the World Council of Churches, the Catholic Church, 
and other individual Churches.  These may be general, regional or local. Some links 
are: 

o Catholic Church: Catholic Earthcare Australia (www.catholicearthcare.org.au) 
o Anglican Church: AngliGreen, Diocese of Brisbane Environment Group 

(http://angligreen.org.au) 
o Uniting Church:  Queensland Green Church (Queensland: 

http://greenchurch.ucaqld.com.au ) 
 



Proposals for an ecumenical eco-mission network at state and national level in 
Australia are current.  The rationale behind these proposals may be stated as follows: 

Given the current ecological crisis, there is an urgent need for the Churches to 
address publicly the ethical, social and spiritual questions posed by this crisis.  
There is also a growing awareness that the Church has a mission to love and 
care for God’s creation as a vital expression of its faith (this is our definition 
of Eco-Mission).  In this context, it is time to establish a network that will 
enable a plan of action to facilitate this mission; this would enable the 
Churches together to make their unique voice and position heard on 
ecological matters. 

 
Eco-mission by Local Church Communities and Individuals  

There are many stories of local action both from within Australia and from overseas, 
and while they may need to be adapted to suit local conditions, they may nevertheless 
provide inspiration. 
 
After the adoption of an Eco-Mission statement, a good starting point may be an 
environmental or energy audit.  Resources for this are available.  Other possibilities 
follow: the instillation of solar power, a rainwater tank, a meditative garden, 
mulching, a community garden, and much more.  One congregation developed a 
cordless electric “eco-mower”, while another had a 170,000 litre underground water 
tank, plus an evaporating system that is more power efficient than reverse cycle air 
conditioning. 
 
Worship is a fundamental building block of the Church’s very existence, and it is 
imperative therefore that God’s creation is included in appropriate ways and times.  
This may happen in a number of ways.  First, worship leaders and preachers may be 
aware of environmental implications of events and activities on a week by week basis.  
Second, many have found “Time of Creation” at the start of September (initiated in 
1989 by the late Orthodox Patriarch Demetrios I) to be a valuable resource and 
approach. (See www.arcworld.org/news.asp?pageid=408)   An important ecumenical 
Australian resource for worship is ‘Season of Creation,’ www.seasonofcreation.com 
 
It is important in addressing eco-mission themes to find a balance between local and 
global issues.  Congregations will need to engage with local environmental issues, 
while the global situation is so large that the best one can hope to do is grasp “the near 
edge” of it.  But eco-mission invariably reflects several contexts simultaneously; if it 
begins locally, it must also take account of the regional, national, and global situation. 
 
The experience of some Churches has been that the commitment of a local 
congregation to eco-mission has directly encouraged personal environmental action 
on the part of its members.  While personal action alone will not be enough to save 
the planet, it is still a part of the process and there are many possibilities.  David 
Suzuki has argued that while the size of the global population is a major problem, 
excessive consumption on a local level is an even bigger problem. 



We might be shocked if we measured our environmental footprint (use of fuel, 
electricity, creation of waste)!  Can we reduce our consumption – or “tread the earth 
lightly”?  How can we make our homes more environmentally friendly?  How can we 
reduce our fuel consumption?  Possibilities for eco-friendliness include solar photo-
voltaic cells, solar hot water, reflective paint on the roof, quality insulation, a 
vegetable and/or native garden, using public transport, walking, or cycling.  See 
websites mentioned above for further examples. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DISCUSSION (Some suggested topics) 

• How can we encourage a stronger link between theology and mission, and 
consciously adopt a theology of eco-mission? 

• Are there ways our churches can work together in this area? 
• What are the possibilities and the risks for Churches to engage with political 

processes on behalf of the environment? 
• Discuss the Anglican Church’s fourth and fifth Marks of Mission in relation to the 

call for local congregations to adopt an Eco-Mission Statement. 
• Consider the possibilities for ecumenical environmental action in your area. 
• Share ideas about ways and means of living a more eco-friendly personal lifestyle. 
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