
 
 

 
 

CHRISTIANS IN DIALOGUE 
 

THE RELATION BETWEEN FAITH AND CARING FOR THE 
ENVIRONMENT 

 
INTRODUCTION 

 
For much of history in the Christian era, the environment has often been taken for 
granted and at worst ruthlessly exploited.  With the advent of modern industrialised 
society the exploitation has become quite destructive of the natural environment, 
resulting in significant ecological deterioration. This has been accompanied by an 
increasing awareness and concern for the ecology of the earth.  Some commentators 
have blamed environmentally damaging human activities by Western nations, 
corporations and individuals on an interpretation of the Bible that claims it endorses 
unlimited exploitation of the earth by humans. See Genesis 1:28. 

 
“Ecology” entered the English language as recently as 1873.  It is the study of the 
interaction of life forms with each other and the environment.  This interaction is a 
dynamic, not a static process, and is responsive to environmental changes.  The 
history of the world before the advent of humans is one of continual change.  The 
continents slowly drifted and collided at times.  The mountains rose and were eroded 
away.  Life commenced over a billion years ago.  A number of major environmental 
catastrophes occurred – freezing of the entire surface of the earth, collisions with 
asteroids, massive volcanic clouds that blocked the sun.  Each of these extinguished 
the bulk of life on earth at that time, but life bounced back with replacement of life 
forms that could not accommodate the changes with new, fitter life forms – the 
process of evolution. Ice ages came and went, moulding the landscape once more. At 
all times life evolved in response to changing environmental circumstances. 
 
When humans came, they gradually became a dominant life form, and began to have 
their own impact on the environment.  The mega fauna that existed tens of thousands 
of years ago (mastodons, cave bears etc) became extinct, possibly because of hunting 
by humans.  Forests were cleared for agriculture.  Overuse of land and changing 
weather patterns damaged the land and destroyed civilizations.  Modern 
industrialisation, based on scientific discoveries, enabled populations to expand 
hugely, necessitating use of ever more land and resources.  This had a dramatic 
impact on the environment, and in many places greatly disturbed ecological 
relationships.  Complex communities were replaced by monocultures, deforestation 
and the extinction of plant and animal species accelerated.   
 
 
 



This has lead to questions such as: 
Are these latest changes caused by humans just the latest phase of a divine plan 
for evolution of the earth, or is the ecological damage inflicted by humans 
contrary to God’s  commands?   
If an apocalyptic end of the earth may be imminent, as believed by some Christian 
groups, does this remove the need for environmental concern? 

 
In this series of discussions it will be argued that caring for the environment is an 
integral part of Christian faith.  Some modern theological approaches to 
environmental issues and official Church statements will be presented.  It will be 
shown that the Bible text demonstrates great environmental sensitivity in terms of 
respect for and care of all creation and justice for all humanity. We will also discuss 
practical measures for Christians to become involved in this care.  The major portion 
of each session is devoted to a discussion of the issues by participants, and active 
participation in this discussion is a key ingredient for success of the series. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christians in Dialogue   Queensland Churches Together,  PO Box 2096,   Toowong    Q   4066 

Telephone:   (07) 3369 6792           Email: admin@qct.org.au                www.qct.org.au    


