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Introduction 

It is fair to say that not all of the hopes for QCEN in 2013 were fulfilled, but the group is 

nevertheless in good heart and certainly committed to the care of Creation. 

Meetings 

Meetings have been held monthly with a break for December and January; the average 

attendance has been approximately 8. Several members are not able to attend meetings, but 

we endeavour to keep in touch electronically. Some changes in personnel will be inevitable in 

2014, although it is not yet clear what that will mean. I want to place on record the 

contribution of the Rev Judith Dalton who has had to withdraw largely for health reasons. 

National Links 

The development of links with other State groups still has a way to go, and this is not helped 

by the fact that each one has a slightly different modus operandi. Likewise the NCCA Eco-

Mission Project has struggled during 2013, but seems to be gathering momentum this year. 

This has been aided by the addition of three new member churches; two of the representatives 

have an environmental science background. It is always helpful to know what churches are 

doing around Australia. Several items from the EMP in particular are worth mentioning; first, 

an electronic newsletter will be issued four times per year which will help to disseminate 

news and information around the country. This also is part of a plan to increase the size of the 

network around Australia. Second, the use of the website is also part of the strategy. Third, 

the group is planning to produce an ecumenical resource, and a small start may even occur 

with World Environment Day this year. However, such a plan is not always straightforward!  

Visitors 

Special visitors have included the Rev Dr Charles Rue (Sydney), Linda Cupitt from Urban 

Design Alliance Qld, and Sandi Middleton from the National Energy Efficiency Network 

related to Catholic Earthcare. It will be necessary to have some follow-up conversations with 

several of these people whose presence has provided some worthwhile perspectives. 

Reports from Groups 

A feature of every meeting has been the presentation of concise reports from denominational 

eco groups, and this has greatly aided the process of understanding and increasingly the 

possibility of joint action. The challenge at the end of the reports each month is to identify 

any possibilities for joint action. 

TEEN 

The Toowoomba group is small in size, but its continuing existence is important and 

represents a model for other regional areas. We are exploring the possibility of using Skype 

in order to facilitate regional access to meetings.  

 



Mining Issue 

The issues surrounding mining and agriculture have never been far from the collective mind 

of QCEN, even though there is not a great deal we are able to do about it. A Statement of 

Principles has been revised and this has now been approved by the QCT Executive; in the 

meantime it was given an unofficial trial run in one or two situations to good effect. 

Launch of Book 

My book Earth, Faith and Mission: the Theology and Practice of Earthcare has now been 

published by Mosaic Press, and was launched on 19
th

 February. It was a wonderful occasion 

and it was good that Canon Richard Tutin was able to be present and to address the gathering. 

The hope is that this will provide a useful resource for practical Christian eco-mission; a 

further plan is that there might be a short study series version of the book later this year, and 

Rev Dr Rob Bos has undertaken to assist with that. An on-line eco-theology and mission 

course is also in mind. 

The Salvation Army 

Matt Seaman has completed some important ground-breaking work with his recent MPhil 

thesis on eco-mission in The Salvation Army. We look forward to the next stage of his work 

as he moves to PhD level. 

NCLS Results 

The National Church Life Survey has now released three reports based on its extensive 

research of environmental attitudes in 2011. This has been the most extensive work of its 

kind for some years, and a study of the material will provide important clues for action in the 

time ahead. 

Website 

Work has been undertaken on a QCEN segment of the QCT website and this is expected to 

be on-line in the near future. A link will then be provided to other appropriate sites including 

the NCCA Eco-Mission Project and denominational groups. 

Member Churches 

Important eco-mission work is undertaken by member Churches of QCT and NCCA which is 

a significant point of reference for QCEN. Particular mention might be made of submissions 

to the Senate Enquiry regarding the Government’s Direct Action Plan by the UnitingJustice 

(at National Assembly level) and the Anglican Church in Western Australia. It may be argued 

that these are in the best prophetic tradition.  

Future Plans 

A range of possibilities has been considered and consequently it is anticipated that some 

plans will come to fruition in 2014. This includes the first of a series of visits to member 

Churches starting with the Uniting Church in March, and an ecumenical service in June. 

Conclusion 

QCEN remains a committed group determined within its limited means to make a positive 

difference in terms of Earthcare. 

 (Rev Dr) Clive W Ayre  

Chair of QCEN 

 
 


