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At the close of 2013, our membership comprised: 

ANGLICAN;     Rev. Val Graydon, Lorraine Stafford. 

ROMAN CATHOLIC;    Yvonne Matta. 

UNITING CHURCH;     Ruth Stewart, Hazel Eivers, Rev. Sue Pickering. 

A resignation was received from Professor Peta Goldberg and membership was not taken up 

by Natalie Azar of the Salvation Army. 

Average attendance at meetings was 3, so this made it difficult at times to plan and make 

meaningful decisions. 

A successful workshop for School Chaplains was held in September with 45 Chaplains 

attending.  Two of our former members, Pastor Matt Boulton, and Rev Jenny Busch, assisted 

with the presentations at the workshop and our appreciation goes to them.  The day would not 

have been possible without the generous administrative assistance of Jela who also came 

early on the day to handle registrations, and The Revd Canon Richard Tutin, who assisted 

with setting up the room.   

The Catholic social Responsibility Group in the Mitchelton/ Grovely area invited us to do a 

presentation at their November meeting.  Hazel, again assisted by Matt Boulton, responded to 

the invitation.  Despite a stormy evening, 20 people attended and the presentation was well 

received.  For a number of reasons, the proposed workshop in Toowoomba has had to be 

postponed indefinitely.   

Likewise work on the revision of our brochure has also been postponed pending decisions 

about future directions of the Commission. 

In 2014, we are pleased to welcome Donna Glee as the Congregational representative on to 

the Commission.  We look forward to working with Donna. 

Both Ruth Stewart and Hazel Eivers, of the Uniting Church, have, however, given notice that 

they will cease their involvement with the Commission over the next few months.  Both were 

foundation members of JCDVPP, and prior to that, of the Uniting Church’s Task Force on 

Family Violence; all of which adds up to a total of 27 years of action.  For most of that time, 

Ruth has served as our faithful secretary.  It is time to move on. Rev Sue Pickering has agreed 

to Chair the Commission and she and Hazel over the next few months will be looking at 

different ways of operating, and making more use of modern technology in what we offer. 

We still receive requests for our CD rom and Booklet, Questions Women Ask .  Such 

requests are faithfully responded to by Jela. 

We would like to express our appreciation to Jela and to the General Secretary, The Revd 

Canon Richard for their encouragement and support, without which JCDVPP would not be 

able to function.  It is important that we do, for our contact with the Church Community, 

convinces us that there is still a great need for the work that we do. 

Hazel Eivers  

 


