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The Commission for Religious Education and Chaplaincy in State Schools meets 
monthly and provides an ecumenical platform for discussion of issues surrounding 
these important fields of involvement with young people.  

Scripture Union Queensland (SU QLD), alongside the Federal Education Minister and 
the Commonwealth of Australia are again defendants in a High Court Challenge set 
down for 6th, 7th and 8th of May 2014. The case challenges the Federal Government’s 
funding model for national school chaplaincy. This is the plaintiff’s second High Court 
challenge, this time claiming that the funding model agreed upon by both sides of 
parliament in June 2012 is invalid. Without funding, more than 3,500 school 
communities across Australia will lose the choice to employ a chaplain as part of their 
student support department. 

At the end of 2012, Education Queensland disbanded the Religious Education Advisory 
Committee (several members of CRECSS were also members of REAC.) Following 
lobbying from various Heads of Churches and other interested parties, REAC was 
restored, but in a significantly changed form as Religious Instruction Quality Assurance.  

In February representatives of the Uniting Church, LifeChurch and Anglican Church 
met with representatives of Education Queensland and advisors of the Minister for 
Education and the Premier to discuss issues raised by the Heads of Churches in their 
meeting with the Premier and others in December 2013. 
The results were as follows... (These results were stated by the Premier’s advisor). 

a. The issue of the radically smaller membership of RIQA would be re-addressed.  

If no impediment was found as to why that representation had been scaled back, 

it would be re-instated. 

b. Chaplaincy services would be re-instated to the remit of the group. 

c. Meetings would be increased from two to four a year. 

d. Communication would be improved.  

We will await confirmation that these actions have been taken.  The first RIQA meeting 
for 2014 is scheduled for the 27th of March. 

The current members of the Commission are: 
Lorraine Wynne (Chair) –Catholic Archdiocese of Brisbane 
Carole Danby –Catholic Archdiocese of Brisbane 
Jonathan Sargeant – Anglican Province of Queensland 
Matt Smith - Uniting Church in  Australia, Queensland Synod 

The commission members again ask those churches not represented, to please consider 
nominating a representative. 
 
Lorraine Wynne 

Chair 


