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Each year, for the past eight years, Toowoomba Churches Together (TCT) has 
organised a Tenebrae service in St Lukes Anglican Church.  This is an ancient ritual 
that evidently appeals to many because the service is always well attended. 
 
Last Easter Saturday, for the first time, in conjunction with Easterfest, the Gospel 
music festival,  members of local and visiting church communities were involved in 
a “Stations of the Cross” walk to sites at St James Church, 502 Ruthven St, St Lukes, 
St Patrick’s, Redeemer Lutheran and St Stephen’s Churches.  The response was very 
heartening. 
 
The annual AGM of the Heads of Church was held at St Mark’s on 25th June. Sharon 
Kirk reported that an official Ministers Association had been formed to establish a 
committee to discuss RI with the Department.  Each year, on the evening of the 
AGM, the Glennie Dinner is held honouring the first minister appointed to the 
Darling Downs, Archdeacon Benjamin Glennie. 
 
The traditional Lessons and Carols ceremony was held at St Stephen’s on the first 
Sunday of Advent.  Toowoomba Churches Together has been promoting this event 
for some time 
 
Some members of Toowoomba Churches Together went to Brisbane on 1st December 
to attend a Service with finger food refreshments to celebrate 20 years of Queensland 
Churches Together.  The service was very moving and a wonderful occasional 
homily was preached by Lieut. Colonel Ray Wilson 
 
A Multi-faith Forum was conducted at USQ on 3-4th December.  The Pureland 
Learning Centre invited Fr Brian Sparksman to speak on the Christian attitude to 
building bridges between all faiths.  There were 1300+ people there from all parts of 
the globe. 
 
A lunch was held at Pureland on 18th January to discuss setting up a “Goodwill 
Committee” in Toowoomba.  Denis McAleer recently spoke at an Inter-faith forum 
on 17-18th March at USQ about a Christian approach to morals and ethics.  This was 
also organised by the Pureland Learning Centre. 
 



A retreat was held on 10th March for local members of TCT & DCT as those out west 
could not come because of the floods.  The Heads of Church have undertaken to visit 
all places so affected for a similar reflection time. 
 
Education for Hospital Pastoral Carers has been the jewel in the crown of HOC 
Toowoomba.  Ecumenical pastoral care began 1994; in 2003 it formally became HOC 
Pastoral Care involving the local heads of the Anglican, Catholic, Lutheran and 
Uniting Churches as well as the leader of the Toowoomba Christian Leaders 
Network.  After considerable negotiation the Toowoomba Hospital has offered the 
Pastoral Care Department the use of video-conferencing for training in rural areas. 
Currently there are approximately 80 ecumenically trained pastoral carers in 
Toowoomba, Oakey, Miles, Chinchilla, Dalby Warwick and Stanthorpe and 
Goondiwindi. 
 
2013’s World Day of Prayer will be held at Middle Ridge Uniting Church on Friday 
1st March.  
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