
 
Stanley River Ecumenical Council 

 
Report to Queensland Churches Together 

 For the 2012 AGM of QCT 
 

 
Fourteen years and still going strong!  In June 2011 we celebrated ten years of the 
Signing of the Stanley River Covenant between the Anglican, Catholic, Lutheran and 
Uniting communities in our area although we have been meeting since 1997.   The 
celebration was led by Canon Richard Tutin, Archbishop John Bathersby, Rev Vince 
Gerhardy and Rev Andrew Gunton from the four communities respectively.  All 
church leaders congratulated the Stanley River Ecumenical community on their 
fidelity to the Covenant and hoped that this fellowship would continue to encourage 
others to do the same. 
 
We continue to reach out to our local community together- to provide breakfasts at 
the Woodford State School, fellowship at E-Cafe, reaching out to the needy through 
our ecumenical St Vincent de Paul.  Recently the Baptist community have joined in 
some of our activities and attending our quarterly meetings.  
 
We celebrated the World Day of Prayer together and are currently sharing a Lenten 
Programme which will culminate in making palm crosses for all faith communities 
in readiness for Palm Sunday this year.  It is through these small ecumenical 
activities that we continue to foster friendship between the faith communities.   
 
For the first time in 2011 we took our Advent Service to the Aloaka Lodge – an aged 
care facility in Kilcoy.  A Palm Sunday procession between the Churches and Aloaka 
Lodge is planned for this year.  
 
 Some have been challenged by our inability to share Eucharist and some have been 
quite “challenging” over the past years!.  Some of us have tried to figure out ways 
and means of hastening the day when we share Eucharist together but I think we 
have now realised that this is not a decision we can make independently in Stanley 
River. We were encouraged by the theme of last year's prayer for the Week of 
Christian Unity –“breaking bread in hope”.  While we wait for the powers that be, 
for minds greater than ours to figure out how full unity may be achieved, we can 
continue to become “bread broken for each other”.   Even if complete unity is not 
part of the Almighty Plan, perhaps we will learn that we each hold a piece of the 
wisdom as we continue to revel in our unity in diversity!     
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