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The 4
th

 triennial Conference of the Australian Association of Mission Studies (AAMS) was held in 

Adelaide from 2
nd

 to 5
th

 October 2014 with the theme “Margins, Mission and Diversity”. An 

important aspect of AAMS is the breadth of its membership in that it holds together people from 

across the Christian spectrum in complete harmony. This was the first conference since the 

untimely death of its driving force, Dr Ross Langmead, and he was certainly remembered with 

gratitude. His hymn “Lord let me see” (TIS 681) is typical of him. 

The focus on ecology as part of the theme was less significant than in 2011, but a number of us 

presented papers and had a good response relatively speaking. An example of that response is 

that I took 20 copies of my book to Adelaide and brought none home! One aspect of course is the 

networking that is possible at such a gathering, and although the days were long and the program 

busy, that was still possible. I was glad to reconnect with a number of people from the previous 

Conference, including Anne Lanyon who presented a paper on the Faith Ecology Network which is 

part of the Columban Mission Institute in Sydney. 

I was particularly glad to have the opportunity to connect with key people in the South Australian 

Synod of the Uniting Church. I spent an hour or so with the Moderator Dr Deidre Palmer and the 

Rev Sarah Williamson (Solidarity and Justice, Mission Resourcing SA) and that was very useful. A 

point that emerged clearly is that the mining–rural communities issue is just as alive in SA as in 

Queensland, and is impacting on the Church’s capacity to progress a way forward. But more than 

that, on the very day I met with UCA officials, an environmental group was being formed. I do not 

yet have details, but I have the names of two retired ministers from Pilgrim Church in Adelaide 

who are very much involved; so there is a basis for on-going reporting to the national group and 

for as yet unspecified developments.  

While in Adelaide I had the thought of inviting the 2017 Conference to Brisbane, but it looks as if 

we have been beaten at the start by Melbourne. In this process the few of us from Queensland 

conferred – Matt Seaman, Dr David Ferguson, and Dr Shirley Coulson, plus me. However, in 

conversation with some key AAMS people the idea of a shorter symposium was raised. This would 

be organised by a group in Brisbane, but would relate also to the AAMS network which would 

provide national coverage. I am not at this point going to go into great detail, but in broad terms 

the theme might be “Bridging the Divide: Towards Reconciliation and Sustainability”. This would 

reflect the “mining and rural communities” issue, and ask what reconciliation means when half a 

congregation is reliant on mining and the other half is concerned about the environment and the 

water table.  There may be other related topics at the symposium also. I have some ideas, and the 

timing and arrangements would need to be carefully worked out, but I am envisaging a national 

event in SE Queensland organised by QCEN and some folk from the AAMS network. A time in late 

2015 could be possible, but I stress that these are very early days, and at this point I am largely 

“flying a kite”. Overall, Adelaide was a good experience. 

Clive W Ayre 


